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Abstract

A study was conducted to investigate heavy metal contamination in waters in the vicinity of industries around Maheshwaram Town
in Rangareddy district, Telangana State. The study area carries anthropogenic pollutants, mainly heavy metal concentrations like
Cu, Pb, Zn, Cr, Co, Ni, and As, released from industrial effluents, agricultural return flows and domestic sewage. The concentration
of total Cu, Ni, Pb and Zn has decreased with increasing distance from the disposal points of tannery and textile dying industries.
The risk of heavy metal contamination is pronounced in the environment adjacent to large industrial complexes. The main sources
of metals include effluents from wastewater treatment plants, treated and untreated waste waters from surrounding industrial
establishments as well as agricultural activities. Protecting agricultural soil is a formidable challenge in the study area as it requires
modernization of the industries, thereby resulting in efficient recovery and recycling of waste waters.
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