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Abstract

Ground water quality study is taken up in parts of Penna-Chitravati river basin falling in the northeastern parts of
Anantapur district, in order to assess the suitability of water for various uses. As the area is underlain by varied
geological formations, water samples were collected in pre-and post-monsoon seasons from ground water structures
occurring in different geological horizons to study the variations in ground water quality with reference to drinking,
irrigation and industrial uses. Major element analysis of the samples reveals that ground water quality, when compared
with drinking water standards, has improved in post-monsoon season  and is good in alluvium, whereas the quality is
better in sedimentary aquifers than in granites. Suitability of water for irrigation purposes is studied applying various
assessment methods like Salinity, Chloronity, Sodicity, SAR, %Na, RSC, Kelley’s Index, Permeability index etc.
Ground water in post- monsoon season and in sedimentary rocks is found to be of poor quality. Ground waters in
post-monsoon season and in granites are suitable for industrial proposes. Contrasting results are found in ground water
quality among different seasons and in different terrains with respect to its suitability for drinking, irrigation and
industrial purposes as different bench marks are fixed for different purposes. Seasonal modifications in suitability of
ground water for different uses are minor, but are significant among different geological formations owing to wide
variation in mineralogical assemblages.
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