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Abstract

Mineralogical investigations have been carried out on fuller’s earth samples with the help of X Ray Diffraction studies inVikarabad
— Tandur mining belt. The study area is in the Telangana state. The area predominantly exposes rocks of Peninsular Gneissic
Complex (PGC) along with enclaves of schists, basic dykes ofBhima Group comprising upper Proterozoic sedimentary formations
and a thin cover of Deccan Traps capped with Laterite. These deposits are in close association with carbonates and occur also in the
Deccan traps as members of Intertrappean formations.

The XRD studies on thirteen samples revealed that the major mineralogical constituent of fuller’s earth of the study area is found
as Palygorskite. In addition Calcite, Quartz, Montimorillonite, Kaolinite and Tremolite are observed as accessory minerals in the
samples collected from different mines.
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